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Shall I Force My Child to Attend 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
= AND CHURCH? 


By J. Edgar Hoover 
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Re eas 


ZA Yes, and with no further discussion about the matter, too. Startled? 
- How do you answer Junior when he comes to the breakfast table Mon- 
day morning and announces rebelliously, “I’m not going to school today.” 
You know—Junior goes! 

How do you answer when Junior comes in very much besmudged and 
says, “I’m not going to take a bath.” You know—Junior bathes! 

How do you answer when Junior, threatened with illness, says, “I’m 
Be. not going to take medicine.” You know—he takes it 
3 That is—you, with your more mature judgment, can appreciate values 
mz Junior cannot appreciate in his immaturity. 

ae Why all this timidity, then, in the realm of his spiritual guidance and 

ie growth? Are you going to let him wait and decide what church he’ll go 
to when he’s old enough to decide whether or not he wishes to go? Does 
he decide to go to public school and get an education—or whether he wishes 
: to take the medicine that would make him well? 
a : Are you afraid he’ll succumb to the old wives’ story about too much 


a ee religion when he was young—the parents-made-me-go sort of gag? Look 
oe about you: the story is demonstratedly and obviously false, despite its cur- 
_-—~—~—_—_-reney. Do you suppose that because you insist that Junior take his bath 
, =. tonight he will turn into a Bathless Groggins when he is twenty-one? 


What shall we say when Junior announces he doesn’t like Sunday 
x school or church? That’s an easy one. Just be consistent: “Junior, in our 
-_-~—— home we all attend Sunday school and church: that includes you.” 
, - Your firmness and example here will furnish a bridge over which youth- 
ful rebellion may travel into rich and satisfying experience in personal re- 
ee. ligious living. And we add this quote: 
re “The parents of America can strike a most effective blow against the 
Cor forces which contribute to juvenile delinquency if our mothers and fathers 
will take their children to Sunday school and church regularly.” 
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Pastor Clarence Paulsen of Kansas 
_ City has accepted a call to St. Ansgar 

- Lutheran Church, Toronto, Ont., Can- 
ada. 


- WARTBURG-TRINITY CHOIR 


TO SING 


The Wartburg Seminary Chorus, 
composed of Wartburg (ALC) and 
Trinity (UELC) Theological Semi- 
_ narians is going to take a tour through 
fexas March 7-23; the itinerary is: 


Atalissa, Iowa 


Lohman, Missouri 


March 9 
cee % 
March 10 


Cole Camp, Missouri 


Pittsburg, Kansas 


Pe a ey 


Shreveport, Louisiana 


Et aete Texas 


Beaumont, 


Angleton, Texas 


ee 


Yorktown, Texas 


a 


Seguin, Texas 


ee 


Texas 


9 706. (eer te ale, s)4.6 


McGregor, Texas 
Fort Worth, 


Clinton, Oklahoma 


See or Texas 


fe RR ei £6 5 Otis, Kansas 


Minden, Nebraska 
Blair, Nebraska 


eee ew eee 


ee 


Waterloo, Iowa 
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CANADA NEWS 


_ At Sharon Lutheran Church, Calga- 
ry, Alberta, Jerrold Elling, pastor, 
ae ok € average attendance in January 
as 238 and the weekly offering was 
3.90 per Sunday. This is an indica- 
of the growth of a once difficult 


uk 


ed Calgary in the interest of the im- 


new chapel is being constructed 
he Bible Camp at Sylvan Lake, 


‘Dr. K. M. Matthiesen recently visit-_ 


EE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
nited Evangelical Lutheran Church, published 
ekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


News and Notes 


poured and volunteer workers will 
build most of the chapel after Easter. 


Pastor Jerrold Elling is the U.E.L.C. 
representative of the Board of Re- 
gents of the Lutheran Seminary at 
Saskatoon, Sask. This Seminary may 
be the future seminary for all Lu- 
therans of West Canada. 


The Annual Mission Night of Sharon 
Lutheran Church, Calgary, was re- 
cently observed with Rev. Arne Ber- 
stad of the ELC church at Calgary as 
speaker. 


Sharon Lutheran Church was chosen 
for the Joint Promotional Area meet- 
ing regarding the introduction of the 
liturgy of the New Hymnal and Serv- 
ice Book. This area meeting covered 
all the Alberta churches South of Red 
Deer. Pastor E. Krempin (ALC) was 
the director. Both the afternoon and 
evening meetings were attended by 
representatives from local and con- 
gregations from the surrounding dis- 
trict. 


Other such area meetings for Cana- 
da are as follows: 


Regina, Saskatchewan, February ily fe 
—Rev. E. Krempin 


Winnipeg, Manitoba, February 15, 
—Mrs. Issfeld ’ 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, March 9 
—Rev. Otto Olsen 


Edmonton, Alberta, March 2, 9, 16 
—Rev. R. S. Sedo 


Kelowna, B. C., March 9—Rev. E. 
Krempin 


Other British Columbia areas will 


be serviced by the Northwestern Dist- 
rict. 2 o 


Dear Editor, 


I really onjoy the two new features 
“The Wrestler” and “Scrip Sundry.” 


Especially did I enjoy the first 
article of “The Wrestler.” It couldn’t 
have been better put! Had it been 
the qualifications of a position to be 
filled—there is one job I would have 
‘cinched.’ 


Much of our des is recei’ 
ligious |. Wewes 's is recei 
Bureau of the 


- 


* 
s 


cover the subject on ‘F 
funerals’ or ‘Money for Mem 


The issue Jan. 13, 1958 wa 
your best. a ae 


A PTR 
INVADES A CONGREGA 
Pastor J. E. Andersen di 
recent PTR mission in the 
Sleepy Eye, where he is p 
As he left this earth Jesus 
his disciples around Him ant 
manded, “Be my witnesses 
salem.” He mentioned othet 
He said, “To the end 
But in first place he 
which surely means our hom: 
It shouldn’t be so, yet without 
how difficult it is to get 
of a congregation to witn 
to pursue the usual course. 
life few bother to be concern 
the souls of their fellowm 


strayed, the unchurched, 
the community they only 


ing, Reaching Mission can 

this. It can turn lay people | 
“fellowship of the concern 
help the Church to reach o' 
many folks into the atmosp 
Church where hearing 
their souls can be healed 
lives given to Christ. | 


Though already busy 
course of the life of 1 
though made extr 
ing program, the pet 
Lutheran Church, Sle 
nesota, began in | 


partment of Ev. 
a mission in th 
area, Trinity asked 
soon found itself 
lowship and wo: 
Twenty-three E.L. 
gustana congregatic 
U.E.L.C. congregati 
mission. The leader 
was under the ab 
William Berg, Au 
Director. art 

(Continuec 


ENSITIVE ABOUT LUTHERAN UNITY 


cause of Christianity is that to which I have 
xd myself and to which I have belonged from 
beginning. Such a person will always be of 
ce to Christianity. He is one who watches the 
d whether we have not run stuck in 
usion.” Soren. Kierkegaard wrote that about 100 
o, and he was a very careful observer of the 
the church. But he continued and said. Such 
mn “is a man who presents Christianity without 
© persons, yet he does not attack either Peter 
but he lets each one try himself.” 
to think of these lines of Kierkegaard, when 
F. Eppling Reinartz recently presented a plea for 
rger now of the churches of the National Lu- 
- Council. 
inartz watches the speed of Lutheran unity and 
2s whether we have not run stuck in an illusion. 
interesting to watch the reactions from many 
0 this plea of Dr. Reinartz. Some said, that 
s something! We are stuck in an illusion about 
unity. All we need is to wake up. 
sams of romance and nightmares of terror seem 
ave run through the sleeping Lutheran church. 
1 Lutheran unity now is the answer. 
sweet dreams of romance walking down lovers’ 
e wonderful. It is much cheaper for two when 
ive together than for one. 

us quit talking about it, let us elope and get mar- 
Right now! We are old enough, we are mature 
sh. Let’s go! We are getting a joint hymnbook 
vat is a good sign. 
ghtmares, however, disturbed some of the sweet 
. The fact that the Joint Union Committee with- 
from the Long Range program of Parish Educa- 
‘has been discussed over and over again. Several 
awakened perspiring with fright and said: Regret- 
decision, dismay, isolationist policy, acid test. 
sleeping Lutheran beauty so sensitive that the 
touch makes her shiver? 

re two sisters, they are both of age, and they 
ink it is time to get married. They both have 
One of the sisters starts out preparing for 
e already in 1950. Wait, says the other sister, I 
. get married too. We want to have a double 
If we cannot have a double wedding, why 


we are a 2 bit too sensitive and rather un- 
bout some Ss Waa of OU epate es, How 


geen RPE ene rors k 
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unity in the long run? Very little. And the new hymn- 
book. It is good that we get a joint hymnal but let us 
not over-emphasize its importance. It wil not unite 
us overnight. 

We have worked together in the National Lutheran a 
Council for 40 years, and we are still eight bodies. Is 
it not silly to attach such an importance to the Long _ 
Range Program and the new hymnbook? 

Lutheran unity is coming. We think we have made 
progress since 1950. Let us all rejoice in this. When _ 
the honeymooners are off in 1960, the bride will throw 
the bouquet right into the laps of Augustana and ULCA. 
Yes, the Lutheran church has some very happy, PES 
sometimes a bit too sensitive children. 


FOR CHURCH MEMBERS OF LONG STANDING : ee: 


“Are there any Christians in our time” is the famous | 
question by Soren Kierkegaard. Even though he asked 
this 100 years ago, might it not be asked also in our 
time? a 

Some will react and say that such a question is crazy. _ 
There are many more Christians than you think. : oa 

Kierkegaard did not mean that there were no Chris- a 
tians at all, and we do not imply that there are no 
Christians at all in our time. We simply submit that 
there may be less Christians than is generally supposed. _ 

When we read the New Testament we find that the "2 
followers of Jesus were anxious souls. In the midst of = 
certain faith they were anxious. es. 

The publican praying in the temple was anxious. He! er 
believed, yet he prayed, God be gracious to me a sin- & E 
ner. This is characteristic of all believers. Paul shows 
that very clearly, when he asks his readers to work out — ¥ 
their salvation with fear and trembling. Ee i 

Fear and trembling? Is that the characteristic of “ 
church members today? ig 

Is it typical of the reports we ee and the statements % ’ 
that are being released. ia 

No, there is no fear and no trembling. Today the d 
church only fears and trembles when it comes to the 
budget. We are doing just fine in every way, but of a 
course, we must raise the budget locally and we must a 
raise it for the synod. ; 

Some church members seem to have very little oa 
anxiety about themselves. They are interested in the he 
outward things only. i, 

They seem to have so much certainty. You might 4 
think they have a great faith. 

That could also be said of the Church at Ephesus — og 
which is described in Rev. 2:1-7. But it lacked one © 
point. God said it had abandoned its first love. It was . a 
no longer anxious about its personal relation to God. — 
It did not fear and tremble. It was a militant church, — 
yet it no longer said the publican’s prayer, God be s 
gracious to me. Therefore God says to the members _ se 
at Ephesus, “Remember then from what you have fallen, “ 
repent and do the works you did at first. q 

(Continued on Page 13) 


MIXED MARRIAGES REPORTED 
MORE COMMON 
AMONG CATHOLICS 


Mixed marriages are much more 
common among Roman Catholics than 
Protestant and Jews, but 94 per cent 
of American married couples are of 
the same religious faith, the Census 
Bureau reported at Washington, D. C. 


The bureau estimated that in the 
country as a whole there are 26,916,- 
- 000 mariages where both partners are 
Protestant; 8,361,000, Catholic; and 1,- 
- 258,000, Jewish. In mixed marriages, 
‘there are 2,255,000 marriages between 
Protestants and Catholics; 57,000 be- 

tween Protestants and Jews; and 41,- 
000 between Catholics and Jews. 


oe The survey, held last March, was 
one of a series conducted monthly 
_ by the bureau to provide estimates of 
_ employment, housing, migration and 
other pertinent data about American 
households between the decennial cen- 
- suses when every American is count- 
k ped: 
Only six per cent of married couples 
interviewed in the survey reported 
_ that they were of different religious 
groups or that only one partner had 
; “no religion.” 
Among the mixed marriages in 
which a partner was a Catholic, 22 
per cent of the husbands or wives 
said they were Protestant or Jewish; 
where one partner was a Protestant, 
nine per cent of the spouses said 
_ they were Catholic or Jewish; and 
where a partner was Jewish, seven 
_ per cent reported the other spouse was 
% Protestant or Catholic. 
_ The bureau said that if marriages 
occurred “at random in respect to 
_ religion” only 56 per cent of American 
_ weddings would be between members 
_ of the same faith while 44 per cent 
_ would be between those of different 
faiths. 
_ The survey showed that Catholic 
families are not larger than Protestant 
ones. It indicated that both Protestant 
and Catholic married couples have 
- more children, proportionately, than 
_ Jewish families, and many more than 
families with “no religion.” 
_ In the nation as a whole, the re- 
_ sults showed that 66.2 per cent of 
_ the population identify themselves as 
_ Protestants and have 68.8 per cent of 
_ the children under 14; some 25.7 per 
_ cent are Catholics with 26.5 per cent 
_ of the children; and 3.2 per cent are 
_ Jewish with only 2.5 per cent of the 
_ children, 


REPORTS INDIA NOT 
UNFRIENDLY TO CHURCH 


Although the government of India 
has restricted the number of mission- 
aries allowed to enter the country, 
it is “not unfriendly to the church,” a 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod of- 
ficial said at St. Louis. Mo. 


Dr. Arnold H. Grumm, Synod first 
vice-president, said India is “trying 
to play fair with all religions,” even 
though “they want Indians to handle 
things.” 


On his return from a_ six-week 
visit to Missouri Synod missionaries, 
lay members and national pastors in 
India, Dr. Grumm said that growing 
urbanization and _industrialization, 
combined with the efforts of the 
churches, are working toward the 
breakdown of the caste system. 


The resurgence of Hinduism, he 
said, may contribute to the strength 
of the Christian church in India. “If 
anyone joins the church now,” he 
said, “he has to give up something. 
Membership under those circumstances 
means something.” ; 


The Wrestler 


RE-CONFIRMED EVERY TEN YEARS 


“Every member of the church 
should be required to be re-confirmed 
about every ten years.” 

This is in sbustance what a man 
said who had permitted his member- 
ship in the Lutheran Church to lapse. 
His wife was being instructed for 
membership as an adult. She had 
been brought up in another denomi- 
nation. Now this man was listening 
to what was being said during her 
instruction. He was once again be- 
ing confronted with the doctrines of 
the church, and he was asking him- 
self, “Is it really true that I believe 
this? Could I honestly declare before 
my fellowmen that I do believe in 
Jesus Christ as my personal Savior?” 
He was wondering if things had 
changed since his boyhood when he 
had been confirmed and made the 
good confession before many wit- 
nesses.” His mind was active and 
honest. He knew too well that time 
and experiences had changed him. 
There were doubts which had accumu- 
lated through the years. His thoughts 
went to other persons whom he knew 
who had remained in the church, per- 
haps “active,” whom he also knew 
had changed. He was wondering if 
they could say again what they said 
when they were confirmed. 

This wrestler “had something.” Be- 
cause the devil, the world and the 


meet in convention every two y 


services of the church m 


it, is a pretty accurate 


Evangelical Lutheran Church. && 


GONE TO THE DOGS yl 

Some 200 churchgoers marched | 
Trinity Episcopal church at = 
mouth, Va. along with their ] 
mals ranging from a waist-hi 
lish bulldog to a tiny cockato | 

The Rev. C. Charles Vache, T 
Rector, and the Rev. Howard 
erty, his curate, conducted the 
service which included hymns, a ] 
and a sermon followed by a do 
lined procession of the owne | 
their pets who were blessed by 
ministers. D 

Father Vache said the idea for 
a service was proposed by the 
director of the Portsmouth Hun 
Society and was received with m 
reactions here. “But we can’t beg 
God is concerned only with sin 
hell. We feel certain he will 
and understand any mishaps di 
the worship,” Father Vache said. 


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF ~— 
SHIPMENTS REACHED > 
4,000,000 NEEDY i 
Food, clothing, medicines and 
supplies sent abroad during 195' 
Lutheran World Relief reache 
(Continued on Page 5) 


By S. T. Eward 


‘ 


sinful nature are ever-prese 
possibility for change and falli 
are there. It is possible for a po 


announced when he was co 
Although he knows that he do 
feel the same today as he did 
he is able to conceal this from ¢ 
and put up a “good front.” — 
were required to re-affirm 
each year or each five - 
dangling “life” would be 
a climax. The church req 
sters to make a decision a 
it to become members. 
church acknowledges the 
for a person to depart from 
cision, why not, then, ask fe 
affirmation of it annually? 

The annual pledge which ma 
more churches are asking their 


right thoughts behind i 
of saying “Yes, I still 
faith. I trust the Lord 
as my Savior.” Some 
“money is the only n 
modity we have.” Wha: 


the state of our faith. — 


d four million needy men, 
and children in 13 countries of 
; the Middle East and the Far 


ss shipments by the materi- 
id agency totaled 119,567,299 

—an all-time high for the fifth 
ive year. The aggregate value 
- goods was an estimated $15,- 


4a 


, brings to more than 340,800,900 
Ss the goods distributed in 29 
ies and areas by LWR since 
wency was established early in 
Total value of these shipments 
ated to $77,445,000. 


RUMS REPLACING 
S IN AFRICAN CHURCHES 


talking drums” of Africa will 
ab y replace organs and other 
al instruments in native church- 
that continent, an official of 
resbyterian Church in Canada 
a Toronto. 


BE ie Rey. E. H. Johnson, overseas 
tary of the Church’s board of 
ons, attended the recent. meeting 
- International Missionary Coun- 
n Ghana and the. All-African 
ch Conference at Ibadan, Nigeria. 


1e emphasis at the All-Africa con- 
ice,” he said, “was that this is 
sa’s day. Drums are the music of 
3 a they appeal more to the 
emotions than an organ or 
Bes ievence delegates also talk- 
ce deal about African poetry. 
Jt it would be much better for 
& heopie to have their own 


‘Johnson said he found African 
inations “pitifully short” of 
He attributed this partly to 
that parents whose sons’ edu- 
ie had “cost them dear” wished 
(0 go into a well-paid profession. 


IR. CITY CALLED GREATEST 
ESTANT EVANGELISTIC 
er 

Methodist Church and other 
tant denominations have their 
st evangelistic opportunity of 
st 50 years in the “inner city” 
wing metropolitan areas, a Na- 
| Convocation on Urban Life in 
rica was told at Washington, D. C. 


‘than 1,100 bishops, ministers, 
urch workers attended the 
ay conference sponsored by 
Methodist Church. 


Scribing the “inner city” as the 
Z rating area immediately sur- 
ng the central business district,” 
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a report by the Bureau of Social and 
Religious Research of the Garrett Bib- 
lical Institute, Evanston, Ill., reminded 
the delegates that “to the inner city 
come the newest arrivals in the metro- 
polis.” 


“Here they live until they become 
established and can move to a more 
desirable part of town,” it said. “A 
quarter of a century ago the major 
group of newcomers was the European 
immigrants; now the newcomers are 
southerners, both white and Negro.” 


“The older residents of the inner 
city area are predominately Roman 
Catholic, but the new are predomi- 
nately Protestant,” the report declar- 
ed, “hence the opportunity for Metho- 
dist and other Protestant evangelism.” 


DENIES PRIEST INCITED 
VIOLENCE AGAINST 
PROTESTANT MISSIONARY 


BOGOTA—A Roman Catholic 
spokesman here repudiated charges by 
the Evangelical Confederation of Co- 
lombia that a Catholic priest in Supia, 
a town in the Caldas department, had 
publicly incited violence against a 
Protestant woman missionary. 


The Rev. Eduardo Ospina, S. J., 
president of the National Secretariate 
for the Defense of the Faith, took is- 
sue with a report signed by Lorentz 
D. Emery, secretary for information 
of the Protestant group. 


According to the report, a charge 
of dynamite was exploded on Feb. 
9 at the doorway of a house where 
Miss Janette E. Troyer, a member of 
the Gospel Missionary Union of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., was staying with some 
Colombian friends. 


Miss Troyer was sleeping in a room 
with another woman and a child when 
the explosion occurred, but all three 
escaped injury, the report said. 


“The explosion was preceded by the 
violent preaching of a Catholic priest 
who said Miss Troyer must be killed 
or driven out of town,’ Mr. Emery 
wrote. He said the attack had been 
reported to the American Consul at 
Cali. 


Mr. Emery added that his report 
was based on the signed affidavits of 
witnesses. He said Miss Troyer, who 
comes from Chippawa Falls, Wisc., 
had been forced to move from a rent- 
ed house to her friends’ home because 
of pressure brought to bear by the 
Catholic priest and the mayor of the 


town. 
Father Ospina asserted that the 


Protestant Confederation “will pick up 
any false report without taking pains 


5 


to ascertain the truth.” He said that 
he himself will shortly offer a “defi- 
nite report” after getting the facts 


from the priest in Supia and other 
sources. 


“Meanwhile,” Father Ospina said, “I 
can say, a priori, that the Catholic 
priest at Supia did not preach vio- 
lence. No Catholic priest is to be 
found in Colombia who is so ignorant 
and lacking in social Christian morals 
as to instigate others to kill.” 


Editor’s Note: 
affidavits? 


rr 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from Page 2) 


The people of Trinity didn’t quite 
know what they were getting into. 
Had they realized the huge amount 
of work, the many hours to be given, 
they probably would have quit at the 
very beginning. But the plan develops 
little by little. Pastor Reynold Tange, 
Luck, Wisconsin, was invited to be 
Guest Missioner. A P.T.R. committee 
was selected: Co-chairman, William 
Kunze; Visitation Chairman, B. E. 


Mellum; Prayer Chairman, William 


Schwartz; Publicity Chairman, Mrs. 
Orry Ranniger; Lay School Chairman, 
Merle Venero; and Youth Committee, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schwint. After 
several briefing sessions at Mankato, 
the area headquarters, the committee 
was functioning efficiently. 


After New Year the tempo in-) 


creased. Realizing that such an under- 
taking is too big for men, that it 
takes the power of God, the Prayer 
Chairman and his wife set up Zone 
Prayer Meetings. The congregation 


was divided into six zones, a family © 


asked to open their home for the 
meeting in each zone and prayer 


leaders were selected and trained. By 
themselves these prayer meetings 
proved to be a tremendous blessing — 
“Great — 


to all who attended them. 
things are wrought through prayer.” 
Besides the zone meetings the mem- 


bers did much praying privately. And a 
as a final prayer preparation a Twen- 


ty-four Hour Prayer Vigil was kept 
in the church from 9:00 AM the Satur- 
day before the mission until 9:00 AM 


on Sunday. As pastor of Trinity I 


know that the success of our mission 
was fully dependent upon God’s gra- 
cious and abundant answer to all these 
prayers. 


Still more members became involv- 
ed as the committee in the Name of 
Christ selected and called lay visitor 
teams. These teams were instructed 


(Continued on Page 13) 


But what about the 


i 


sine 


> ae e (See 
[Poe Me aed ee oe 


7 Peter 
Denying and Confessing 
Christ 


By Robert P. Hansen 


ee ‘A Lenten Message by Pastor Robert P. Hansen, Farm- 
ington, Minn. 


about Peter. Almost everybody who is at all 
iiliar with scripture will remember Peter, and quite 
ten he is remembered for being the one who denied 
: esus. This most human tendency is not so very kind. 


t! eae in the wrong tae Instead of remembering 
aly r Peter’ s faults, let us review also some of his» vir- 


act with Jesus. Andrew had first heard and seen 
as and something clicked inside of him, and he 
k ow that he wanted his brother to meet the Messiah. 
v hen first seen by Christ, Peter was analyzed quite 
cc rectly, for the Master predicted that Peter was go- 
to have some rock like qualities. Because of his 
ground and his strong personality it might well 
been that most of us would not have chosen Peter 
> in our select group. But Jesus wasn’t so interest- 
in finding just nice men, rather he wanted those 
0 could be made over into new men. Some souls 
1 never be made to see that niceness is not enough 
please God. 


~~ 


‘There followed the years of training and experiences 
hich shaped Peter into something Christ could use. 
disciple had to be made to see that when Jesus 
that fish were in the sea and could be caught, in 
spite of having no luck for a whole night. He had to 

‘ry walking on the water and discover that his faith 
wasn’t what it should be. He had to go through the 
perience of making a confession for his Lord which 
s, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
om the height of this confession Peter was soon to 
1 to the depth of rebuking Christ because he allow- 


scholar has said concerning him, “His Mea 


Spe 


ed some of his re “gees § to take c 
one of the select few that were taken up on t 
of Transfiguration. He was allowed to \ 
raising of the daughter of Jairus. ihe 
other events and experiences made Peter into 
follower of our Lord. 


By nature we gather that he was rather oul po 
a little overconfident, rather frank, impulsive, a 
getic. If anyone did a lot of talking in the sel 
of the twelve, more than likely it was Peter. He 
appear to be a little inconsistent at times. Y 


With thie much of a background, ia ha 
this much of an opportunity to be with Christ 
the denial of Peter would seem inexcusable. a 
would dare to say that he would have made a 
showing? All of us have times in which 
has made us appear weak and spineless. — 
weakness is not in the area where this d 
but how about the sins which give us particul. 
Perhaps the only grounds we might have in b 
appointed in Peter would be if he had lost f 
and faith in Christ permanently. But this he dic 
- When you take time to read the ne 
denial, do this reading in the gospel of M 
gest this because some scholars are of the 
Mark wrote his gospel under the direction 
tion of Peter. If this is so, then surely we 
Peter learned ee lesson. For this Be: 


eee as you, ed it zed mest 
with the same attitude. “For Chri ist 


To peers he miyite 
Of withered hopes, of 
The hoe we ms } 
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, e not as the horse, or as 
mule.” Psalm 32:9 


seven years ago I arrived 
1ewcomer on a farm in North 
fa. My cousin, a farmer, had 
ood. work horses that served 
ll. He also had a mule, a 
| animal, small in size but 
fat and white as snow. 
e was “Jennie,” and with 
1g ears and neatly trimmed 
‘ou couldn’t help but like 
is mule had been trained 
riven singly and served as 
‘buggy horse.” 

. day he offered me a ride 
—a distance of some seven 
which I gladly accepted and 
into the buggy. The mule, 
had no desire to go to 
t day, and gave clear 


ure by the barn would suit her 

etter. The pace was not at 
aing and the backward posi- 
those long ears spoke their 
nguage of dissatisfaction. 
e, as we approached a 
she would pick up speed 
> a quick turn in that di- 
1, clearly indicating to the 
that the side road was her 
ut the driver, with a firm 
the reins, signaled back 


e of the fact that the green © 


es not be allowed to- 


As the Mule 


By P. S. Egge 


without incident until we met a 


man on a bicycle. Unfortunately, 
that gave the mule an opportunity to 
display her real nature and before 
we could say “Jennie” she had 
made a “beeline” for the ditch. 
Fortunately for us the shallow ditch 
saved us from tipping over—but try 
and get the mule back on the road! 


It appeared that “Jennie” was de- 
termined to continue our journey 
in the ditch, despite the skillful 
handling of the reins by an expert 
driver. Seemingly the best that he 
could do was to bring the head 
and ears back on the road, while 
the rest of the rig remained in the 
ditch, pacing along at a lively clip. 


Now, what can you do with an 
irate and disobedient mule? 


The driver seemed to hiave the 
answer. When the reins alone could 
not prevail he spoke to her in a 
kind and sympathetic voice, repeat- 
edly calling her name and making 
friendly utterances that even a mule 
could understand. And that kind 
of approach gradually broke her 
stubborn resistance and once again 
we found ourselves in the middle 
of the road. But to our dismay we 
were soon to learn there had been 
no real “repentance”® or “full sur- 
render.” 


A team of horses, hitched to a 
lumberwagon, was approaching and. 
before we could say “hello” to the 
driver in the wagon box “Jennie” 


er AS BS epi e E a ly i Gee eg eee See oer BAR pe ee tee a wipe Dee ep chin} alee ae 


was again heading for the ditch, 
but this time just long enough to 
convince the newcomer that this 
little, white, handsome mule was 
not as innocent as she might ap- 
pear in her pasture, or while eating 
her oats, and only after we had ar- 
rived in town, with the mule secure- 
ly tied to a hitchingpost in front of — 5 
the grocery store did we feel safe = 
and relaxed. It is worthy of note = 
that throughout the entire ordeal 
the driver never used the whip. 


When John had finished his shop- . 
ping, we started for home—and 
now look at the mule! 


At a brisk pace and with her 
long ears pointing upward and 
homeward, “Jennie” was perform- 
ing perfectly, and at times even — 
politely. Sideroads didn’t mean a 
thing to her any more and as an — e 
oncoming bicycle rider passed a 
she retained her dignity remark- 
ably well by just forming a slight 
curve in her tracks, but displayed _ 
no desire to ditch us. Then as we 
were nearing the farmyard her % 
speed increased and in a scream i 
ing voice, as only a mule can ex- _ 
press it, she gave notice that the 4 
trip had been of no pleasure to her — 
and that the only treasures for Be 
which she lived were the stall, the — “4 
oats and the pasture. Her unwil- 
lingness to serve had already bec 4 
established. ae 


Adimttedly, the mule language a 
was unfamiliar to the newcomer 
and could well be misinterpretedaie : 3 
but her conduct, while in service, — e 
spoke a grim language of an un- = 
‘yielded life. ee 


Fifty-seven years is a long time 4 
and many a healthy lesson has — 
been forgotten long ago, but a fe 
vivid picture of John’s mule still 
lingers in the mind and at times a 
has given aid in making an unself- — 
ish decision in questions pertain- 
ing to Christian service. A faint — 
but persistent voice can at times 
be heard: “Be not like John’s — 


mule.” 


—Faith and Fellowship 


The Presence 


By Gilbert A. Jensen 


One picture which I like very much shows a man alone 
= opin. a large cathedral. He is seated in one of the last pews, 
Bs far to the rear. He is bowed in humility. But he is not 
alone. Behind him stands the Christ. The man himself 
.. seems to be oblivious of Him, but He is there nonetheless. 


I suppose that we who are here assembled are interested 
i _in the presence of Christ. We begin our service with an 
é invocation, a calling upon Him to be present in our service. 


Not that God is not present with us outside of the church. 
We do not think that we have Him localized. We share 
4 rather the view expressed by Solomon when he had built 
his grand temple: “Will God indeed dwell on earth? Be- 
hold the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
Thee; how much less this house that I have builded?” 


_ We believe that God is omnipresent. “In Him we live 
_ and move and have our being,” 
, fly to the moon or to the remotest planet. “Whither shall 
I go from thy Spirit, and whither shall I flee from thy 
_ presence? If I ascend into heaven, Thou art there. If I 
_ descend into hell, behold, Thou art there. 
wings of the morning and fly to the uttermost parts of 
P the sea, even there thy hand will hold me, and thy right 
aand guide me ... Amid the darkness, I cannot escape 
‘Thee, for ene dark is not dark to Thee, He 


> 


: »R But recognizing that while God is everywhere present, 
there is nevertheless a sense in which we are close to Him 
certain places. We are near to Him when we listen with 
interest to his word. We sense the authority of this word. 
_ He is not speaking to us in some distant voice, but He 
‘ touches us closely. 


Isaiah tells about his experience. He was in the temple. 
He had there a vision of God—an awe-inspiring vision, and 
; “he heard God saying, “Whom shall I send and who shall 
go for me?” And Isaiah feels the challenge and, in spite 
ot his sense of being unclean, he finds himself called to 
go and preach the gospel. 


W Missionaries such as Livingstone, going in obedience to 
God's command, to remote areas in days when travel and 
_ communication were not as developed as now, knew God’s 
_ presence in those remote areas. With courage founded 
_ upon the promise of God, they believed Him present. “Go 
_and make disciples of all nations and lo I am with you 
always even to the end of the world.” 


ra 
_ As we set out on our deployment, some of us feel like 


_ Moses, who being called to go forward leading the stub- 
born people of Israel, said to God, “If thy presence go not 


“'* . a, oe 
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no matter if we should ~ 


If I take the 


This article is sent to us by Chaplain Gilbert A. er 


serving in the Pacific at present. 


a a 


é. @ 
with us, carry us not hence.” I do not want to go, ou 


you will be with us. 


But in his will, we can go anywhere and know He is 


This matter of his presence is not restricted to cez 
locations. It is a matter of being attuned to Him. We ss 
of the same thing when we say of a married couple, “Tha 
real close to one another.” This is not a matter of ph 
nearness alone. Again we say, “They are drifting apg 


and refer to a spiritual rift. 


A man may depart from God without moving frome 
place he has always been. It is simply a drift into id 
ference toward God. A prideful independence of Him: 


But our concern is that men will draw near, and t 
do by humbling ourselves before Him. As James 


sinners, ‘Draw near to God and he will draw near 
Cleanse your hands . . purify your heart, mou 
weep.” g 7 


To be near to God, to know his presence, a man - 
enter the fellowship of Christian believers. It is h 
Christ, who is Immanuel, “God with us,” and w 
oe the way to the Father, is present. So He 

, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, 
an I in their midst.” i 


God has appointed a place where sinful men 1 he 
Him. It is through Christ’s sacrifice that we ma? 
the holy of holies. And the Lord’s table which co 
rates this sacrifice by words and by visible means 
a place of communion through which Christ commu li 
his life, his victory, his hopes, his confidence to pean 

What happens when Christ meets us there? Mg 

/ . - 

Is it not something like this? A boy is sepre : 

his parents through the accidents of war. He gro 


and by crook. He becomes hostile toward every: 
Picious and hateful. His parculs after much see] 


When they approach him with gracious —— 
out at them, clawing at them, kicking them. ‘But 
ceive his abuse only ares him more ‘kindness _ 


to smile. The wildness ent to tas him. “Bys t 
cious acts they communicated their life, their 2 
security to the boy. It happened in the perso. 

Is it not what God seeks to do for us in pak 


us? 


“In Thy presence there is fullness of joy. At 
hand, there are pleasures for evermore. me Psal 


“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, a 
crushed in spirit.” ees 34: — ee % 


- 
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_ HOME MISSIONS 


By Mrs. T. Arnold Thompsen, 


__ General Home Mission Secretary WMF-ELC 
(A WMS Article) 


al Information: 

Home Missions in the ELC is charged with the re- 
lity of starting new congregations; the synod’s or- 
Evangelism program; missions to the Eskimos; sea- 
ho frequent the port of Seattle, and some work 
the American Indians. Approximately 350 new 
ations have been started in the United States and 
la the past twelve years. Forty percent of these 
en on the West Coast, forty percent in the Middle 
nd twenty percent in the East and South. 


ial Support: 

synod provides two types of funds. One to create 
in-Aid for new churches. These monies are gifts 
new churches and average $20,000 per church. The 
7 pays for salary, moving expenses, minimum equip- 
such as hymn books, Sunday school books, etc., and 
terest on capital indebtedness. The other fund is 
the Church Extension Fund. This money is invest- 
_a100% basis for parsonage, church site, and first 
unit. Church Extension funds are returned to the 
yy the young churches on the average of 4% years. 
1azing record of refinancing of these loans is evi- 


. A parish worker is assigned to assist the pastor in 
ag the new community the first three months of the 
Though the first worship services are often held 
mmporary quarters, the first unit is usually occupied 
; in the first year, and more and more made ready be- 
the congregation is assembled. 


rust Certificate: 

is the ELC “Saving and Loan Association.” Time 
cates are issued for invested money and bear 3% 
interest. Over three million dollars is presently at 
this type of investment. 


ximately ten Evangelists, some engaged exclusive- 
he Reaching-Teaching-Preaching Missions, some in 
Conference and preaching missions only, are work- 
full time under the Evangelism Commission. This em- 
in the church has had great influence in personal 
ism, the outreach of the local congregation, the 
altar and Bible reading programs in the church. 


lace of the WMF in Home Missions: 
ipation by the WMF in Home Missions is two-fold. 
mation is given through two programs a year; one in 
on “Starting New Congregations,” the other in 
on “Evangelism.” Service circles are attempting to 
out the Home Mission and Evangelism outreach on 
This includes visitation, special support 
ticular new congregation, etc. Financial participa- 
ludes only half of the mission box offering and 
ion one of the projects of the Life Membership 
1 Memoriam Departments is the contribution of 
| to the Church Extension Fund each biennium. 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent ‘college 


LSA WORKSHOP 


Five representatives from Dana’s Lutheran Student 
Association attended the Midwest region’s LSA Mid- 
winter Training Conference last weekend. The theme 
of the conference, which was held on the campus of 
Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas, was “Christ Con- 
fronts the Campus.” 


Four workshops were part of the weekend activities. 
Carol Madsen, Dana junior, led the “Stewardship and 
LSA Action workshop. Topics of the other workshops 
at which Dana was represented were “The Role of the 
LSA on the Campus,” “The Role of LSA Programs,” 
and the “Role of Contacting and Evangelism.” 


STUDENT COUNCIL CONVENTION 


Members of Dana’s Student Council attended the 
Nebraska College Conference Student Government Con- 
vention held on the campus of Nebraska State Teach- 
ers College at Kearney last week. The purpose of the 
convention is to discuss common problems in hopes of 
finding possible solutions. Discussion of student govern- 
ment, campus activities, campus organizations and ad- 
ministration was on the agenda. 


INAUGURATION 


Inauguration time is drawing near. Dr. C. Clifford 
Madsen will be installed as the eleventh president of 
Dana College on Monday, March 17, at 8 pm. Visitors 
will have an opportunity to tour the campus between 
4 and 6 p.m. The Inaugural ceremonies will be con- 
ducted at First Lutheran Church in Blair. 


MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 
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a College. They did visitation evangelism work and 
ed with Luther League in several congregations. Two 
mbers of the team served as camp counselors at Okoboji 


Bible Camp for a week. 
vans eS &. + 


i ae twelve weeks they interviewed 8,569 families, found 


persons ready to transfer their membership to the 
ches the team was serving, persuaded 46 persons to 
membership in the church through re-affirmation of 
th, found 765 prospects for the pastors’ adult classes, 
isted 505 children for Sunday School, and brought 580 
Idren and 11 adults for baptism. 


nven though much follow-up work remained to be done 
pastors and evangelism committees, the work done by 
; team was extremely significant. 


_ This was our first experience in sending out a volunteer 
? of young people. Other synods have developed ex- 
ve volunteer services programs. It is called volunteer 
ce because team members receive only $6.25 per week 
. plus room, board, transportation and insurance. 


Opportunity is great 
ee Bible Camps for the services of a team in 1958! 


re is enough work to keep two teams busy for the sum- 
Our problem is WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 


‘The 


any students at Dana are interested in the progarm, but 
are not financially situated so that they can give a summer 

service. We need four men and three ladies to complete 
Ir teams. 


_HOW ABOUT YOU? Are you in a position to give three 

months in direct evangelism? Are you willing to take train- 
ing by correspondence for membership on a team? Are 
you concerned about the salvation of others? Do you ake 
sire to bear witness to the saving power of Christ? 


this program is not limited to college students. If you 
18 years of age or over, in good health, and able to 
nish three satisfactory references (one should be your 
a 1 pastor), you may apply by writing to The Youth Of- 
108 Hansen Ave., Rt. 1, Blair, Nebraska. But prompt 
ion will be necessary. 


pre have received requests from seven congregations and — 


‘Chosen to serve with him on the 
were Mr. Otto Stave he: d Pastors 
John W. eee 

“ey “t 


If you have been considering becoming a par 
or a pastor, a summer with a caravan team m 
decide whether or not you should chose this v 
you are accepted as a member of a team, you ° 
an unforgettable summer in fellowship with devote d 
tian young people. You will have many oppo 
lead others to Christ. The training and experient ¢ 
receive will prove helpful for life. + pate aS 


Won’t you pray for guidance from God in a 
if this is for you? 


If you cannot go, perhaps you know of some ¢ 
Christian youth who could go. Please tell them « 
to service in Christ’s Kingdom. Members of the 
and we at the Youth Office are praying that God 
up enough volunteers for two teams. Will “you” 
us in praying for this cause? 


“And He said to them, ‘The harvest is s plenti ful, 
laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the 
to send out laborers into his harvest.’ ” Luke 


Hark! the voice of Jesus calling, 
“Who will, go and work today? 

Fields are white, and harvests waiting, 
Who will bear the sheaves away?” on 
Loud and long the Master calleth, > a 
Rich reward He offers thee: _ — ; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, a a =i. 
“Here am I; send me, send: me?” ee . 


LRRD S| at a Set TaN in De : 
ranked high among the plans: and | 
the Synodical Luther League ‘Exec 
its meeting at Dana College, J anuary 


Pastor Robertson va be one of se se 


rate Se oe thet 1958 ae 


, to serve as 4-H promoter among the young 
our synod was Pastor Clifford Paulsen. 

o hold another Synodical Luther League Con- 
ore merger were approved by the committee. 
ntion was tentatively scheduled for the fall 
Dana College. 


, Economic, Political, and Spiritual Chal- 
outh in Our Day” will be the theme of study 
discussions at the Youth Board Meeting 
the Synodical Convention in Blair this June. 


present at the January 17 meeting were 
LeRoy Andersen, Synodical L. L. President; 
r George J. Robertson, Youth Director; Dr. Wil- 
en, Synodical President; Pastor John W. Niel- 
th editor; Miss Carol Cook, secretary; Mr. 
rsen, treasurer; and Miss Jelayne Carpenter 
David Hoober, Youth Board representatives. 
Stave of the Lutheran Publishing House pre- 
e Christmas Chimes financial report. 


e Lord Raised Up Judges 


By John W. Nielsen 


v 


errible regularity now we see the repetition 
historic cycle as one generation after another fails 
10wledge the Lord God who blesses them with 
and prosperity and who bestows upon them more 
xy need. Only in punishment are they brought 
ize their complete dependence upon God. 
ears after the striking victory won by Deborah 
k—when the young had become old and a 
eration had risen in their place—the people 
again did what was evil in the sight of the 
eir rebellion was the forsaking of God both 
cit and in worship as the words of the prophet 
‘I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; you 
pay reverence to the gods of the Amorites, in 
d you ¢ dwell.’ But you have not given heed to 


io see the people desperately trying to 
masters. They could not quite forget the 
who had spoken from Sinai, yet the gods 
le seemed to offer real material advantages. 
not compromise? So with outward faithful- 
still kept the Passover and brought their 
and firstfruits to the tabernacle of the Lord, 
even greater zest they entered into the re- 
ities of their heathen Ge Here 


ever the ea that confront us: first, 
eneration, that of our parents, fails to ade- 
on to us, the next, the lessons it has learn- 


oe - oa Re 
Saba c Seats ee eee ee 
aie ee Te. Oe ee ae 


turned like locusts. 


ed, and that we, the new generation, in our bold self- _ 
confidence, persistently ignore the lessons which they © 
do attempt to teach us, and secondly, that faced with 
both the demands of God and the attractions of the 
world, we are constantly trying to effect a compromise. 
And it just doesn’t work! 


With this rebellion on the part of Israel, God delivered 


them into the hands of the Midianites, a wandering 
Bedouin people living to the east and south of Israel. e~ 
So devastating were the raids made by this enemy 
that the Israelites only escaped by going underground. © 
With what possessions they could rescue, they went — 
into hiding in caves and dens and strongholds in the % 
mountain fastness of their land. . 


Each spring the Midianites drove their herds and a 


OUTSTANDING LEAGUE AWARD 


The first Outstanding League Award was presented | 
to Olivet Lutheran Luther League of Inglewood, Cali- — 
fornia. 


The award consists of an 8% by 10% inch certifi- 
eate bearing a 2% inch Luther League emblem and | 
the following inscription: 


OUTSTANDING LEAGUE 
AWARD 
This certifies the the Luther League of 
is meeting the 


Youth Office of the | 


Lutheran Church in the year 


standards recognized by the 


flocks across the borders into Israel letting them graze 
upon the green and tender new grain. When they de- 
parted, the Israelites again sowed their fields in the — 
hope of a late crop, but just as often, when the grain — 
stood ripe for harvest, the marauding Midianites re- a 
When, by rare chance, a field 
ripened without destruction, the precious sheaves were _ 
gathered into the mountain hideouts. There they were _ 
threshed so that no searching eye would discover the — 

blowing chaff that would betray the presence of grain. 
Year after year, this was their plight for seven years ae 
until God raised up a new judge in Gideon. 


U.E.L.C. for an effective program of Christian Fellow- | ‘a 


ship and Service. 


Youth Director 


‘ The standards referred to were published in the ie 


January 6th issue of The Ansgar Lutheran. Additional 
copies of the standards may be had by writing to | 
the Youth Office, Route 1, Blair, Nebr. | 
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3 A PRAYER 

4 

By Edgar A. Guest 


Grant me, O Lord, this day to see 
~The need this world may have for me; 
To play the friend 

‘ Unto the end; 

- To bear my burden and to keep 
My courage, though the way be steep. 


Grant me, O Lord, to set aside 
_ The petty ‘things of selfish pride; 
r To toil without 

Too much of doubt; 
To meet what comes of good or ill 
And be a gracious neighbor, still. 


_ Grant me, O Lord, to face the rain 
_ And not too bitterly complain; 

iy Nor let a joy 

My calm destroy; 

_ But teach me so to live that I 
Can brother with each passer-by. 


Si 


- HOW MUCH IS HE WANTED? 


All too often we find churches 
where none except the faithful attend 
their services. The situation is mildly 
deplored, but little is done about it. 
Suppose we start with the question: 
_ How much do we want the outsider? 
- It is one thing to say, “It would be 
‘splendid if we could win him,” but 
an entirely different thing to say, “At 
every cost we will win him.” Let 
_ us state it plainly—until we really 
Ka care for the stranger himself, and not 
merely his soul; until we believe his 
‘peace and joy are wrapped up in our 
_ Christian message, and that we are 
prepared to do anything to bring it 
home to him—not until then shall we 
begin to win him. 

a 
Do we care enough for our gospel 
-and for the person who does not 
_ know its saving grace to count it a joy 
to spend and be spent, if we may 
“3 share with him our own peace in 
_ God? Do we understand the terrific 
- phrase in which Paul gathered up 
_ the travail of his evangelical passion: 
“I could wish myself accursed from 
Christ for my brethren”? How shall 
we set the world aflame, if we burn 
not ourselves? If the fire upon the 
: very altar be out, how shall the torch 
of faith be relit? 


A deep passion for men will surely 
compel us as churches not to wait 
with folded hands until the outsider 
chooses to come, but to seek him out 
in his home as a sign at least of how 
% important it is that he should hear 
the message of Christ’s saving power. 
_ Not once but frequently pastors have 
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BY THE FIRESiIDE 


been told, “Yes, I believe you want 
me to come to church, but your people 
don’t care.” In some cases this may 
be a mere excuse, but in many it is 
an expressed feeling that the church 
is not greatly concerned about the 
non-church-goer. 


Here is a parable: Seventy years 
ago three warships were riding at 
anchor in the harbor of Apia. Sudden- 
ly a great storm arose and the ships 
began to drift upon the shore. Two 
ships threw out extra anchors, hop- 
ing to ride out the storm in the safety 
of the harbor, but the third, with 
churning propeller, fought its way 
out to the open sea. When the next 
day dawned the two ships within 
the harbor lay broken wrecks upon 
the shore, while in the late afternoon 
the third returned, having suffered 
no damage nor lost a man. 


Perhaps we have played for safety 
far too long. To do so is only to in- 
vite disaster. As Christians who wish 
to share with their fellows their dis- 
covery of the great prize of peace and 
salvation through Christ, let us dare 
to take our gospel out of cloistered 
seclusion into the bracing atmosphere 
of the free criticism of men. We 
may do so in the certain hope that 
it is rooted in God and will withstand 
all attacks. Let us cease playing for 
safety. Let our motto be, “Every 
church and every member an evan- 
gelist for God and men.” With us is 
the might of the living God. 


—Free Methodist 


ANSWER TO FAILURE 


Stanley Smith, standing in the 
midst of a Chinese crowd, asked a 
question of the people. “Ought you 
to do what you ought to do?” 

The reply was, “Yes.” 

He then asked, “Why don’t you 


do what you ought to do?” and they 
hung their heads. 


Smith said, “Is it not that you don’t 
wish to do what you ought to do?” 
They answered, “Yes.” 


“Now,” he remarked, “I have a 
glorious Saviour who is able to make 


you want to do what you ought to = 


do. ” 


—Moody Monthly 


‘ductions, with time for applause 


~ on them?” 


A CURFEW FOR BANQUET! 


Archbishop Richard Cushing, F kc 
Catholic prelate in Boston, has 
posed that a curfew time be f: 
for ending banquets. He wouldi 
a limit of two hours and a half 
the whole affair, with a defini 
for adjournment. To his p 
many Protestants as well as 
will shout a hearty Amen. 
place to begin abridging the pro 
would be to omit the lengthy iii 


guests at the head table. You 1 
even set a stop watch on the 
speaker. Program planners fog 
trict, regional, and Annual ~ CO 
ences, please note. 


a | 
—Gospel Messeng 


I AM RESOLVED © 
By T. O. Chisholm 


I am resolved I will not fear! 
Has not my Master said, “Fear ny 
Nor will I grieve his loving heart 
By taking e’en one anxious thou 


Fear has its roots in unbelief, _ 
And unbelief is downright sin: 
God never hath engaged to b i 
Where unbelief has entered ini 


Fear, with its enervating hand, 
Drives hope and courage fre 
heart; ; 
Fear paves the way to dark | 
Disorder spreads through ev’r 


Fear breeds torment; enslaves , 

soul; “<4 
Demands a cruel servitude; 

A pois’nous pestilential things H 


The enemy of all my a . 
No wonder that, So Me my Lore 


O Christ of Goa, hear my 
Confirm it while I look 
Once more I grasp Thy po’ 
Henceforth to trust Thee » 


Son: “Why do ile h 


Father; “They: re sy m 
swift flight. ie 


Seasick Pa aaa ge er ; 
yacht); “I say, wha 
ace After ae ve | 


[TORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from Page 3) 

e danger for church members of 
standing is that they develop a 
f self-righteousness. They may 
id the Publican’s. prayer years 
ut they do not say it today. 
-are good Christians in their 
timation. They are no longer 
they do not fear and tremble. 
is “not too difficult to preach to 
le who have newly been won for 
_ But it is often very difficult 
ch to some people who have 
been in the church. 


that. The older son thought 
s right. He had no fear and 
ng in his soul. 

ood church members of long 
ing. even though you have borne 
den and heat of the day, do 
ive the first love in your soul. 
e any anxiety in your life? Do 
ar and tremble a bit before 


NEWS AND NOTES 
Continued from Page 5) 


sent out to call on every home of 
ongregation’s members during the 
immediately preceding the mis- 
Our members were invited to 
nit themselves to continue to pray 
Ae mission, to attend the P.T.R. 
es, to invite their neighbors and 
ds to attend with them. The vis- 
m teams also left some good 
and a Lenten packet in each 


unday morning, February 9, the 
on services began with Pastor 
mold Tange speaking. His theme 
e week was entitled: “The 
an Creed.” What a wonderful 
of sermons these were, applying 
an truth directly to life, From 
ment Pastor Tange arrived in 
Eye until he left he complete- 
volved himself in the mission at 
uity—his chief concern, helping 
to Christ. The lay visitors went 
h the power of the Holy Spirit 
ir hearts because Pastor Tange 
ed to them of Him. For five 
s there were services in the church, 
the people came gladly, in great 
h numbers to cause us to realize 


"Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
P. V. Hansen 


wyle Ree 


years. 


to reaffirm their faith, twenty-five to 
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There was a total attendance of 961; 
there were people at these services 
who hadn’t been inside a church for 


SS SE 


WANTED 


Caretak t 
Each of the weekday evenings the ee 


lay visitation teams were sent out to 
make calls on the unchurched of our 
community. Sixty-four such calls were 
completed, touching the lives of 150 
individuals. The fruits from these 
visitations were far beyond our 
dreams, proof of God’s gracious bles- 
sing. Ten people committed them- 
selves to attend the pastor’s class, two 


Sylvan Lake Lutheran Bible Camp 
in Alberta, Canada 
Thru July and part of August 


If interested contact 
Rev. O. Larsen 
Dickson, Alta. 


Excellent opportunity for small family 
Small remuneration. 


(Continued on Page 15) 


aptasts is on each individual 


"WITH THE LUTHERAN MUTUAL PLAN 
Lveryone isimportant 


Lutheran Mutual has a family plan that maintains the individuality 
of each member. Each child, as well as the father and mother, has his 
own policy. 

Your child ill be glad that his insurance and his insurance prob- 
lems will always be considered individually. Dividends will be credited 
in his name, cash values will accrue in his name, and the Company and 
its representatives will see to it that he, as an individual, receives at all 
times the benefits that are his as a full-fledged policyowner. 


The family unit is all-important to us, and we emphasize the im- 
portance of serving each member individually. 


Insure with an Old Line Company -- it does make a difference! 


LIFE 


Home Office e Waverly, lowa 


' 
INSURANCE COMPANY | 


-*Synodical Budget pomp ees (1) Children’s Homes, (2) School Fund, (3) General, 


a Mission, (5) Indian Mission, (6) Pension Fund. 
4 Seeiia: Sey Compras (F) Foreign Mission (where most needed), (So.) South America, 
 (Ja.) Japan, (Sa.) Santal, (Su.) Sudan, (J) Jewish, «Ch.) China. TOTAL = dical* 


ear 04 


BUDGET (Synodical 1957-58. LWA 1958) 
Previously acknowledged Feb. 15, 1958 ........-- 
ruthers, Calif,, Our Savior’s Luth, Church 20.0... cccssscsscspeesscnceeerteseneesscereecreciaserscsnaace sings tcos sacs tse: 
Caruthers, Calif., Rev. and Mrs. E. Grill, in memory of grandson, David Keith Meyer, Ma- 
mame lone, Fla, for Indian Mission (credit to. Our Saviors. Lauth,, Church) sce snc caes onsen gnee £2 
Castro Valley, Calif., Faith Luth. ‘Church .........cccciicccscceesenesecesceenerecnstereceeseenceseesescecserenects Pe 
astro Valley, Calif., Faith Luth. Church S. S. from birthday and mission offerings “ 
Easton, Calif., Immanuel Luth. Ladies Aj d, in memory of Mrs. Laura C. Krog, for Home Miss. 
Pasadena, Calif., The Mission Society of Bethany Luth. Church .................. ae rj 
Piedmont, Calif., Mette Aaskov, in memory of John Hansen, Oakland, Calif. 
elma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jensen in memory of Dav'd Keith, infant son o 
‘Mrs. Marvin Meyer for Oaks Children’s HOME  ....ccccccccccesecssrrrcreeeeenereseessrerecnrseecasetsensasanacnnacenne es 
Graettinger, Iowa, St. Paul Luth. Church, a memorial from relatives and friends for Mr. 
BH COL = MIU pccee ate cct x Shae ergs Cooma 8 or erage 2eaae eves eee cau Cats cacy ¥asenap set) rage nrPanc ci. n?8=0 rote ere ere sae akY ane ae Shain ase meceoe ete ee 
elby, Iowa, Ev. Luth. Church United Workers, from Mrs. Adela Vogt a 
restbrook, Maine, Trinity Luth. Church ..........ccccccceecee ceeeceeeeetrerereeneneneneaeeees 
‘eenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Ev. Luth. S. S. 
onymous, School Fund and Home Mission 
neoln, Nebr., Our Saviour’s Luth. Church .................... 
im, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Church, Christm offering 
kiyn, iN. Y., Salem Danish Ev. Luth, Church... cccccceteeeees 
re, N. D., Nazareth Luth. Church, offering taken at time Helen ke 
Portland, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 'Gregersen. in memory of their uncle, Wilbur Pet, r- 


or Eom 6 e Mission 7s: sete se, cee es 
a . Ore., Emmaus uth: Church | ....22...00.5: 
akland, Calif., Our Saviour’s Luth. Church 
nkakee, Ti., "Trinity Luth. Church, from Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Stevens, in memory of Ed 
Eta ‘Anderson, $2.50, and A. Peterson $2.50 for Santal Mission; from Mr. and Mrs. C. Rob- 
2 rtson $2.00, Rev. and Mrs. G. Robertson $2.00, and Mr. and Mrs. M. Wicklund $5. 00, in 
emory of “A. Peterson, for Santal Mission : 
lar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church .........0..00... 

Horn, Ia., Remitted by Rev. Henry N. Hansen “from The Lord’s hoa tahe Oe Salem Lu- 
theran Homes” REI Ps SHU rc OSs ss Stay wT ais oad vtas eect peas Sa tories ces spas ; 


Hk Horn, Ia., Rev. and Mrs. Henry N. Hansen 
Elk Horn, Ia., Elk Horn Luth. Church, from Mr. and Mrs. John Leista: ma 

Keith Meyer, sontoL_ Dr and’ Mrs. gMarvin  MO@Ver Viti. kecte sence uve ceduacetbayye Se a7-ndtienntaetineds<cmae emote ass 
meer,-la., South Walnut: Luth. Church S. Si" ...2220 awa... a 


f us, Ia., Anonymous, $10 each for Sudan and Santal Missions 
- Neola Ta., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S., $15 each for Elk Horn Children’s Home and Indian Mission 
Por -tland, "Me, Mrs. Howard S. Peterson, in loving memory of parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hen- 
Seay Fabricius, credit to Emmaus Luth. Church, Falmouth, Me., for Home Missions ............ 
i ville, Mich., St. Paul’s Luth. Church Bible Class, $25 each for So. America, Japan, San- 
al, and Sudan (Missions ....... Bn a in SEES GeoRSS ees Tid lg Soe gavin dv4 6s She CAPR BEAT oO aD EL RCo as ata Parmer Baa ara : 
ni a, Minn., Community Luth, Church | .... .....c 
as City, ‘Kan., Westwood Luth. Church ..... ‘rhe as. Seer 
, S. ons Turkey Valley Luth. Church, for Home “Missions $35, General Fund $30, School 


— 


town, Wie. Milltown Luth. Church, from Mrs. Werner Sund and family and Mr. “and Mrs. 
Earl Melby and wamily, in memory of Werner ‘Sund Fe eee ee ei Oe ee eee 


wn, Wis., In memory of Mrs. N. J. Larsen! of Mullewn. from Milltown ‘Busy Bees $3.00; 
‘Neighbors: Messrs. and Mmes. R. Voss, Wm. Nelson, Ray De Wolf, Arthur Hansen, Lee 
ash, and Jens Jensen and Chris Christensen family De ete Seucareeetee coneatetens veka cAtieg es Mee he 
, Nebr., Synodical Women’s Missionary Society Treasurer: / 

i. ” Dak. -Mont. District 

Jist. Project (contributions by Dorcas L.A., Trinity; Ebenezer L.A., wioCabe: Nazareth 
L.A., Kenmare; Emmaus L.A., Westby ; Daneville L.A., Westby ; Zion L.A., Norma; 
United L.A., Flaxton, for Native Worker, Santal Mission 2 A RE a Peer eee Se 
mmaus L.A., Westby ; Daneville L.A., Westby; Zion L.A., Norma; United L.A., Plaxton 
West Canada District ; 

° 3 | Tabitha WMS, Dickson, Alta., Sudan Mission, Faruku’s salary ...........cccccccccccseceescessteeesseeneers Age 
isa est Canada Dist. Project—Gen. Mission Bund pajtidy hk ah cat es ea boc toa ee ae 

“Towa District 


SSS 


ST a SS EEE a es Be ee 


| cnet 


Fane neHaee Geese seer eee eon tedenecensnan see sernseneseu seen ese esuasabsceessansessesstssscngensaseeeeer 


Se Peet ee ewan ee ee neenacenseeneebeeeeeeetneeerereeressneeees 


a 

Pella Luth. Churchwomen, Omaha, Silver Anniversary 
_ Bethany L.A., Plainview—Oaks Children’s Home ......... 
¥ First Bethany WMS, Denver ................. 
_ First Bethany a Denver i... 


Nelson, Neola 
in memory of Robert Jensen, | Omaha - 


vices Anderson, Tilley, $25 analy to following Missions: Japan, Sudan, Santal and So. aad 
TOTALS ee 


< 


Blair, Nebraska, February 22, 1958. 


r into our ia epeey seven- 
ch dren for baptism, thirteen 
for Sunday School. Only two 
ns out of the entire group visited 
orted as unfriendly. Outside 
© every home was readily 
ly opened to our teams. 


; worth the effort? Ask any 
lay visitors. Said one, “We 
nm richly blessed by calling 
se people. 
nd satisfying experience. We 
in it has done much good in 
1unity.” Said another, “The 
attitude of the people we 
oves to us that there are in- 
portunities to witness.” A 
"he mission has served to 
then our faith.” A fourth, “The 
ey event in Trinity’s new 
(ours.” A fifth, “We went into 
on program feeling that we 
ot capable, but through God, 
It that He guided us.” A sixth, 
ively wonderful! I have never 
ling as great,” and her part- 
‘I feel that my faith has been 
ed, and I have personally been 
sthened by my sincere concern 
people.” A seventh, “One 
est projects that Trinity Lu- 
er attempted. Truly, we have 
the people of this community 
-are a church that cares.” 


o verbal protest when he was 
© serve as a visitor, but when 
sion closed he admitted that 
somewhat put out for being 
o take on this additional duty 
e was so busy, but he said, 
more important. The build- 
wait awhile.” 


nore statement by a visitation 
‘We both enjoyed it and will 
a follow-up program. If we 
ake any effort in the future 
e to church with these new 
they won’t ae any faith 
hurch, or us.” So our work 
out for us. Christ continues 
to be His witnesses here at 
then our vision must be en- 
1 it reaches “the end of the 


Ss ages yet had a P.T.R. Mis- 
zi ke ‘Part in one at their earli- 


“Silver Threads hanone 
‘It was usually found on 


It has been a very — 


Building Committee Chairman 


' 


fee Ser 
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It was written by a Mr. Dauks in 
1874. He was happily married at the 
time. He had dreams of going down 
the pathway of life and growing old 
together. 


They were young in 1874, but silver 
threads began to appear among the 
gold. It was then that Dauks wrote 


- the song which was to become a 


favorite among the past generation. 
But with the years discord came into 
their lives. The silver threads brought 
misunderstanding. In time, separation 
followed. 


Mr. Dauks died in 1903. He was 
found in a kneeling position beside 
his bed. On an old copy of the famous 
song he had written these words, “It 
is hard to grow old alone.” He died 
in a Philadelphia boarding house. 
His wife died at the age of 82 in a 
Brooklyn boarding house. 


“Silver Threads Among the Gold,” 
brought Mr. Dauks great royalty from 
its sale. After his death, disagree- 
ment arose between his widow and 
their three children over the settle- 
ment of what he had left. 


The song aroused the imagination, 
stirred the emotions, and gripped the 
heart of a past generation. Someone 
has truly said, “No gold: mine, no 
diamond mine was ever worth one- 
tenth as much to human beings as 
that song.” 


—Selected 


ABUNDANT LIFE 


Life! What is it? It is heard in 
the forests as we walk ’mid rustling 
of leaves. We hear it in overflowing 
melody of songbirds and in laughing 
brooks. We observe it in the emer- 
gence of a beautiful moth from its 
ugly hard skin. The wonder of life 
increases as we see it in vibrant 
childhood activity. Life is all about 
us and in us. Yet, what is our life? 
James answers with, “It is even a 
vapor, that appeareth for a_ little 
while and then vanisheth away.” 


Has life nothing to offer but toil, 
grief and uncertainty? The skeptic 
says, “Here today, gone tomorrow— 
so what?” Longfellow wrote: 


Life is real, life is earnest, 

And the grave is not its goal. 
Dust thou art, to dust returnest 
Was not spoken of the soul. 


Ah, the inner life is real! Christ 
said, “I am come that they might 


Seatac Serene at Go ad Bye cue Sea eae oe 


- Next he used the key of giving. 


'But the key was far too fragile— f 


fe 


have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly.” Abundant, free- 
ly sufficient, life in plenty has been — 
provided for everyone. 


UeL 


Ours is not a dull, drab existence ~ 
but rather fulness of life that over- 
flows in spontaneous, effervescent joy 
—not a geyser that erupts periodical- 
ly, but living fountains of water from 
which if we drink we shall never 
thirst. 


Bite Cg Saad Oe al LM Se 
Fad are Ase hohe ly WEL raph! in 3 mes 
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THE RIGHT KEY 


By Lorraine Johnson - 


‘iar laps pe 


Four keys he tried and each one fail- se 
ed. » a 
The gate to heaven closed remained. 
He questioned, “Lord, what is the 2 
answer?” . 
For he was sore perplexed and pain- — 
ed! 


First he tried the key of kindness, 
He labored hard to move the gate. a 
Kind to neighbor—kind to stranger— Be. 
But disappointment was his fate. 


“Most surely this will work,” he said. 


im 


And now he sadly shook his head. a. 
Tried he then the key of goodness. 
“This can’t help but fit,’ said he. 
But he wasted time and treasure—_ 
This also failed to be the key! 


“One more key!” he cried in sorrow, _ 
“This one I try though desperately!” a 
Then failed too the key of service. i 
He suffered now impatiently. Me is 


“What shall I do?” None will open— 
All any. keys I have uses in = 


gain?” 


He then found one key remaining— 7 
The blood of Christ, God’s only Son. 
When he found it—then he used it 
And this he found was just the one. % 


Men may strive and men may labor — 
But grief and failure is their lot ig 
God’s dear Son alone can help them— _ 
But this one key they value not. t 


—Covenant Weekly 


Nursery—Ages 2-3 


Re: My Book About Jesus 
Ten stories about Jesus retold in 
_ simple language, illustrated. 30¢ 


_ We Learn to Know Jesus 

_. Teacher’s Manual for two or three 
‘week programs for the nursery age 
group. Full programming suggestions. 
$1.00 


_ _Kindergarten—Ages 4-5 
a edigeety Pupil’s Pictures 
_ Ten Bible outline pictures, framed 


y SS Plus 20 experience pictures and a 
_ 2-color booklet to hold them. At- 
tractive, closely graded. 35¢ 


. Optional packet of activity sugges- 
_ tions. One for each day, to enrich the 
_ Sain and as take home reminders. 
55¢ 


Datighty pages of expert, practical 
“help for the housewife turned teach- 
“a er. Stories in detail, suggestions for 
-f creative teaching and related activi- 


$1.00 


ter | 


Letetn STRE 


‘ers learn to use their Bibles. 
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CAPITOL unzy VERS Try’: Hee 
I ichssdeosts 9 ONIO ne 


Introducing the NEW UELC 
ae School Course 


GOD’S HOLY LAW SERIES 


Based on a Study of the Ten Commandments. Prepared by the Boards 
of Parish Education of the American Lutheran Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


These two major purposes are merged in this series of lessons: 
I—We seek in these lessons to give the Bible background for the giving and 
meaning of the Ten Commandments 


II—We seek in these lessons to help children to understand the importance and 
meaning of the Ten Commandments for themselves and their families 


SAMPLE KIT—$2.75 


Primary—Ages 6-7-8 

Primary Pupil’s Records 

A new presentation of the Bible and 
experience stories on ten make-be- 
lieve records. Booklet of simple exer- 
cises that help the 2nd and 3rd grad- 
Easy 
to read, large type. 35¢ 
Primary Activity Packet 

Things to make each day, for young- 
sters to take home right away. Help 
for the teacher as creative, or as quiet 
recreation. 55¢ 
Primary Teacher’s Guide 

Teacher’s suggestions from A to Z. 
Detailed stories, and activity sugges- 
tions for the adventurous teacher and 
class, Eighty pages of help. 5% x 8% 
size. $1.00 

Parent 

The Home Book 

A booklet informing on the major 
purposes of each school day. Invites 
cooperation. 8c each; 80c dozen 

Superintendent 

Superintendent’s. Guide ' 

Fulfills the superintendent’s need 
for knowledge of department aims, 
creative program and major teaching 
areas, $1.00 


SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH-OWNED PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Pupusnine House 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA. 


-erease Bible knowledge. Il 


as it teaches the funds 


Junior—Ages 9-10-11 

Junior Studies 1 eee 
Ten 4-page two-color, 
suggest the table of. the © 
exercises and reading mate 


mission stories from India 
map. Beamed at Junior | 


Junior Activity Packet “i 4 


A large 17 x 21-inch ma 
the journeys of the Children 
printed on plastic. With dire 
finishing. Plus a wall plage ‘ 
completed. PY 
Junior Teacher’s Guide __ 

Ample help and creative 
beginner and veteran tea 
key hymns, plus worshi 
story, Bible study | and le 
79 pages. 


Intermédiate=oeeeee 
Intermediate Quiz Work: 


Ten folders _ ‘prepared in 
of oe tests. ween A ] 


God’s Law. Complete 
the mobile > “mechanic 
in life planning ends ’ 


fader’ The atble. 
worked out, with 
Heheeae “| eae a 


4. Xi ier es 
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